1957 Cleveland Benedictine 

Football Season Summary

Voted unanimous choice as state football champions in Ohio by all three wire services.

It was the school’s fourth undefeated, untied team – all since 1948, when Chuck Noll ’49 (who later became a member of the Cleveland Browns and the coach of the Pittsburgh Steelers) played on the first unbeaten team in 1948. That year, Benedictine completed a “Bengal slam” by holding all three Cleveland city championships at one time: March 1948: basketball, Spring 1948: baseball and then in Fall 1948: football.
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Starting lineups 

OFFENSE

LE Stan Sczurek (5-10, 192 Sr.)

LT Ted Zmarzly (5-9, 204, Sr.)

LG Paul Misencik (5-10, 184, Sr.)

C Frank Kozlevchar (5-10, 199, Sr.)

RG Ray Baumbick (5-9, 185, Sr.)

RT Ron Skufca (6-3, 245, Sr.)

RE Jim Kubinski (5-10, 178, Sr.)

QB Ken Sprafka (5-11, 175, Sr.)

FB Bob Davis (5-7, 144, Jr.)

LH George Sefcik (5-8, 172, Sr.)

RH Gary Hansley (5-8, 191, Sr.)

DEFENSE

LE Jim Kubinski (5-10, 178, Sr.) 

LT Ron Skufca (6-3, 245, Sr.)

LG Frank Coufalik (6-0, 195, Jr.)

MG Frank Kozlevchar (5-10, 199, Sr.)

RG Frank Marek (6-1, 198, Jr.)

RT Ted Zmarzly (5-9, 204, Sr.)

RE Stan Sczurek (5-10, 192 Sr.)

LLB Ron Blase (5-8, 173, Sr.)

RLB Gary Hansley (5-8, 191, Sr.)

S George Sefcik (5-8, 172, Sr.)

S Larry Hradisky (5-10, 151, Jr.)

Key stats:

The Bengals outscored their opponents by an average of 32.1 to 4.9 in the 10-game season. 

The defense allowed only two teams to score in double figures, allowed only seven touchdowns, four extra points and one field goal in the entire season.

Offensively, the Bengals used a punishing running attack to perfection. 

Senior George Sefcik led the team with 955 yards rushing on 127 carries for a 7.5 average per carry.  Sefcik was also the team scoring leader with a school record 123 points with 16 touchdowns and 27 extra points.

Senior Gary Hansley was second on the team with 930 yards on 131 carries for a 7.1 average per carry.  Hansley was second on the team in scoring with 102 points on 17 touchdowns.

Senior Bob Davis was the third leading rusher with 494 yards on 68 carries for a 7.3 

average.

As a team, the Bengals had a net gain of 2,854 yards rushing compared to their opponents 843 net yards.

Benedictine attempted only 57 passes completing 27 throws and had only one interception on the season. Opponents completed 45 of 125 passes. Benedictine intercepted 13 passes.

Interestingly, the leading passer was the left halfback, George Sefcik, who completed 11 of 28 passes for 197 yards and three TD’s. He had no interceptions.

The other quarterbacks, Ken Sprafka completed 8 of 15 passes for 136 yards, one TD and one INT, and Larry Hradisky completed 8 of 14 passes for 170 yards and one TD.

Sefcik was also the team’s punter averaging 37.0 yards on 25 punts.

The team’s leading receiver was Jim Kubinski, who caught seven passes for 153 yards and five TD’s.

Hansley caught 11 passes for 149 yards and one TD, while Sefcik caught three passes for 55 yards.

Sefcik and Hansley finished 1-2 on the team for both punt returns and kick-off returns.

Sefcik had 5 punt returns for a total of 92 yards for an average of 18.4 yards and had 6 kick returns for 133 yards for an average of 22.2 yards.

Hansley had six punt returns for 64 yards for an average of 10.7 yards and 5 kick returns for 120 yards for an average of 24.0 yards.

The ground control offensive attack was standard for Benedictine and for much of Northeast Ohio at the time, probably as a result of the same philosophy of Ohio State coach Woody Hayes. 

Score by quarters

Benedictine

104
75
66
76
321

Opponents

10
13
20
6
49

Here are some key team season stats:






BHS

OPP

Yards gained rushing


3010

1091

Yards lost rushing


156

248

Net yards rushing


2854

843

Number of passes attempted

57

125

Number of passes completed

27

45

Number of passes had intercepted
1

13

Yards gained passing


503

468

Net yards rushing and passing
3357

1311

First downs rushing


109

38

First downs passing


13

20

First downs by penalties

4

5

Total first downs


126

63

Number of punts


26

63

Punting average


37.1

26.1

Number of punts had blocked

1

7

Total yards punt returns 

276

45

Average length of punt returns
4.4

1.7

Number of kick-offs


56

18

Total yards of kick-off returns
477

749

Average length of kick-off returns
25.1

13.4

Number of penalties


63

39

Number of penalties declined by
12

10

Yards lost from penalties

589

351

Number of fumbles


27

25

Number of fumbles lost

22

15

As the Benedictine football historian and stats man for the current teams, I was asked to make a list of the top 11 football players in school history dating back to the first season of 1929.  Three players from that 1957 team made my all-time list.

Gary Hansley ’58 and George Sefcik ’58 

Probably the best backfield in school history, Sefcik and Hansley finished their careers as the top two scores in school history. Sefcik's 233 points still ranks 4th on the all-time list. Hansley’s 216 points are good enough for 6th place. Hansley, who scored three TD’s in the game, was voted the MVP in the 27-3 Charity Game win to clinch the state title. 

The Benedictine student newspaper "The Bennet" dubbed Gary Hansley as “Mr. Inside” and George Sefcik as “Mr. Outside” during the state championship season of 1957. 
Ron Skufca ’58 

Skufca was the first Benedictine lineman to earn national honors when he was selected to the  ’Teen Magazine and The Sporting News All-American teams. The 6-4, 240 Skufca was named as Ohio’s Top Lineman for 1957. After the season, Skufca was flown to Hollywood, California to appear with the other ’Teen Magazine All-Americans on NBC-TV’s The Eddie Fisher Show. Skufca cleared the line of scrimmage for running backs Gary Hansley and George Sefcik. He was recruited to Purdue University by the man who would eventually become the owner of the New York Yankees, George Steinbrenner.

Coach Augie Bossu

Benedictine coach Augie Bossu, who just died on January 1, 2008, at the age of 91, relied heavily on his running attack.  Bossu, was Ohio’s winningest football coach when he stepped down in the spring of 1994. He became the Bengals head freshman coach until he was 89 years old in 2005. 

Bossu is in the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of Fame and the Ohio Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame as well as the National High School Sports Hall of Fame.

You can go to the Benedictine web site to read more about Coach Bossu

http://www.cbhs.net/features/FeaturesArchives.htm
The high schools in the City of Cleveland were set up in two divisions: East Senate and West Senate. The winners of each league would meet at Cleveland Municipal Stadium to play for the Cleveland City Championship. also known as the Charity Game, since some of the proceeds would go to some of Cleveland’s needy families. It was a main reason for starting the game in 1931 during the beginning of the Depression. The game would be traditionally played on Thanksgiving morning.

While a member of the Cleveland Senate from 1937-71, Benedictine was a regular participant as the East Senate champion in the Charity Game played at the old Municipal Stadium to determine the Cleveland city championship. The Bengals hold an 11-4-2 title game record. The average crowd to watch the Bengals in these games was 28,515.  The largest crowd to watch a Benedictine game came in the 1948 Charity Game when a crowd of 45,117 watched the Bengals defeat South 7-0. 

The 1957 team was playing St. Ignatius for the third straight year in the city championship game. Here are the results.

1955 Benedictine 47, St. Ignatius 6 (new Charity Game scoring record) 
Att: 21,029

1956 Benedictine 19, St. Ignatius 7 





Att: 21,703

1957 Benedictine 27, St. Ignatius 3 





Att: 31,644

The key game in the drive to the 1957 state championship for Benedictine was the 13-7 victory at Massillon. That win brought state-wide recognition to the Bengals. As the most storied football program in Ohio, Massillon was just about always in the state title hunt. Prior to Benedictine being named state champs, Massillon had won seven straight state titles, before Canton McKinley took the laurels in 1955 and 1956.

Here’s a link to the game story of the Bengals victory at Massillon.  This is a great site for other Massillon game stories throughout their history.

http://www.massillontigers.com/statistics/1957/np_cleveland_benedictine_57.htm
Benedictine swept all three wire service polls to take the state title.  Benedictine edged Massillon, which finished with an 8-1 season record by seven points (247-240) in the final tally of sportswriters and sportscasters. Benedictine had 11 first place votes to Massillon’s 9.

Here’s what the Cleveland newspapers wrote following the victory over St. Ignatius to clinch the state title. “Benedictine, massive and magnificent, towers unchallenged today as the scholastic football champion of Ohio.” 

“They must consider Benedictine’s bulk as well as its brilliance – specifically the monstrous 205-pound line and a 197-pound halfback thunderbolt named Gary Hansley.”

“This team is the best I’ve ever coached. I think it’s the best in Benedictine’s history,” said the usually conservative Bossu.

“The best ever in Cleveland, I would think,” said Bossu in response to a reporter’s question. “I’ve been here 11 years and have never seen a better team,” he added.

“Bossu is right. The Cathedral Latin teams of the middle 40’s and the Benedictine elevens of ’48 and the early 50’s and the Latin squad of ’54 were outstanding groups – fast and tough, and with more deception than this team. But for mastery of fundamentals, for hard-hitting, for drive and power, this team (Benedictine) is regarded as the best.”

Where did they go?

The following players received college scholarships to continue to play football:

George Sefcik went to Notre Dame and was a three-year letterman. He coached for more than 30 years in the NFL.

Ted Zmarzly went to Notre Dame.

Gary Hansley went to Ohio State.

Ron Skufca was one of the top recruits in Ohio and went to Purdue. He played a short while with the Buffalo Bills of the old AFL.

Jim Kubinski, Frank Kozlevchar and Stan Sczurek also accepted scholarships to Purdue.

Sczurek later played for the Cleveland Browns and the New York Giants. Sczurek was a member of the 1964 Cleveland Browns NFL title team.

I am currently researching other members of that team and where they went to college to play football. I hope to have this by next week.

Wally Mieskoski

